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( English Translation
EAN Korea selected as alliance organization to promote UNSPSC in Korea
EAN Korea has recently been selected by UCC, the global code managing organization of the UNSPSC, to serve as alliance organization in Korea to promote the UNSPSC.  The UNSPSC is a widely adopted global standard for classification of products and services that is developed by UNDP to facilitate e-commerce.

EAN Korea announced on November 24 that it signed an agreement with UCC, under which it would have the exclusive right to translate the UNSPSC into the Korean language and act as intermediary to submit change requests to the code manager.  The agreement is expected to serve as a turning point in e-commerce standardization at home through EAN Korea’s consolidated management of three major e-business standards for identification (GTIN), core data sets (GDAS), and classification (UNSPSC).  GTIN and GDAS were registered as national standards (KS, Korean Industrial Standard) in last May.

In the country, the UNSPSC was endorsed in 2001 by ECIF (Integrated Forum on Electronic Commerce) to be used to accelerate B2B integration.  Some 80% of companies participating in B2B e-commerce pilot projects led by the Ministry of Commerce, Industry and Energy have adopted the UNSPSC and the Public Procurement Service (government body) is also using the UNSPSC for its G2B project and has incorporated the code into its procurement system, Nara-Jangteo.

EAN Korea will provide the sole Korean translation of the UNSPSC and operate a committee to provide input to the code.  The organization also has a plan to link the official website of the UNSPSC to its own.  This agreement will help EAN Korea to leverage its strength and efforts to represent domestic market demands for global standards and to facilitate implementation of standards for industry user communities.

"We will promote both UNSPSC and GPC (Global Product Classification) considering that they are complementary to each other," said Si-Jong Ro, executive managing director of EAN Korea. "We are pleased to have the opportunity to take a leading role to promote UNSPSC providing a global classification framework for all products and services in all industry sectors." 
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