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For Immediate Release 

Media Contact: Cecily Laidman, Director of Public Relations

Uniform Code Council, 609.620.4526, claidman@uc-council.org
The Uniform Code Council Selected as Code Manager of the United Nations Standard Products and Services Code 

LAWRENCEVILLE, NJ, May 9, 2003 ( The Uniform Code Council, Inc. (UCC), leaders in facilitating efficient international business, today announced they have been selected by the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) to serve as code manager of the United Nations Standard Products and Services Code (UNSPSC). The UNSPSC is a global standard for classification of products and services that is designed to facilitate electronic commerce, resulting in reduced organization’s costs, and improved supply chain efficiencies.

“We are delighted that the Uniform Code Council is now managing the UNSPSC. As a recognized global leader in establishing and promoting product identification standards, the Uniform Code Council is extraordinarily well-positioned to help the code reach its full potential as a facilitator of international commerce and procurement,” said Jan Mattson, Director, Bureau of Management of the United Nations Development Programme. 

As code manager, the UCC is responsible for ensuring compliance with the principles of the UNSPSC as well as the integrity of the code schema. “We are honored to have been selected as code manager by the United Nations Development Programme,” said Thomas Rittenhouse, President and Chief Executive Officer of the UCC. “The United Nations Standard Products and Services Code provides the business world with a global commodity code standard for classification that enables organizations to source products faster and better analyze their purchasing patterns.”

When the UNSPSC is inserted in various electronic trade documents and media such as product catalogs, web sites, purchase orders, and invoices, computer applications throughout the supply chain (seller, buyer, distributor, sales representative, end user) can perform management, analysis and decision functions in time-critical ways that would not be possible without using the UNSPSC. The UNSPSC is an open standard and is 
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available for use by interested parties free of charge. Companies and organizations worldwide are encouraged to incorporate the code into their business systems. Companies that want to play an active role in charting the course of the UNSPSC must become UNSPSC members. Members are eligible to participate on the UNSPSC Steering Committee, request and vote on code changes, provide directional input, and further the global adoption of the code set. For additional information on using the UNSPSC or on becoming a UNSPSC member, visit www.unspsc.org.
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About the Uniform Code Council

The Uniform Code Council, Inc. (UCC) is a not-for-profit organization dedicated to the development and implementation of standards-based, global supply chain solutions. The UCC is a Member Organization of EAN International and co-manages the global EAN•UCC System of standards with EAN International. Under its auspices, the UCC operates two wholly owned subsidiaries, UCCnet and RosettaNet. UCC-based solutions, including business processes, XML standards, EDI transaction sets, and the bar code identification standards of the EAN.UCC System are currently used by more than one million member companies worldwide.  For more information about the Uniform Code Council, please visit www.uc-council.org.
About the United Nations Development Programme
UNDP is the UN's global development network, advocating for change and connecting countries to knowledge, experience and resources to help people build a better life. We are on the ground in 166 countries, working with them on their own solutions to global and national development challenges. As they develop local capacity, they draw on the people of UNDP and our wide range of partners.

