Unified UNSPSC Status Report

As previously announced, voting on the proposed UNSPSC unified code set ended on 22 January 03.  We are pleased to report voting results as of that date.  

Unification Ratification Results

Over the 7-week extended voting period, a total of 275 votes were cast on all 56 segments available for voting.  Of the votes cast, 230 (84 percent) were "agree" votes; 56 (20 percent) were "agree with reservations" votes; 9 (6 percent) were "disagree" votes. For each and every segment, the combination of "agree" and "agree with reservations" votes formed a clear majority.  However, nine (9) segments received "disagree" votes and/or a large percentage of "agree with reservations" votes:

Segment 12

Segment 14

Segment 31

Segment 39

Segment 41

Segment 42

Segment 44

Segment 56

Segment 95

Upon analyzing these segments, the Unification Team determined that in 5 of these segments most voting member concern centered on code set architecture and design issues rather than issues directly related to unification.  While the former issues are important, the Team believes they are best handled as part of a code set wide improvement and development strategy where their complexity and interdependency with other segments can best be addressed.  Voting member comments on these segments will be preserved and used in shaping such a strategy.

As for the remaining 4 segments (12, 39, 42, 95), the Unification Team will modify these as appropriate - in some cases after directly contacting voting members to get their input.  Once finalized, segments 12, 39, 42 and 95 will be submitted for re-vote.  This will take place shortly and will last 5 days.  Specific voting instructions will be sent beforehand.  Once the results are in, we will publish the final version of the UNSPSC unified code set.  CatMaster II will continue to be used as the principal tool for recording team and member comments and re-voting.

Next Steps 

The Unification Team will carry out the following activities between now and 3 Mar 03:

- Resolve voting member disagreement fairly and publish ratification results

- Modify the unified code set as appropriate and set it up for interim code set management

- Release the unified code set to the public

Closure

We wish to thank all of you who took the time to review and ratify your assigned segments.  Together, we have successfully ratified more than 90 percent of the unified code set with the remaining segments (above) to be ratified shortly.  This is an impressive accomplishment that will provide a solid foundation for future UNSPSC code set development.  Speaking on behalf of the UNDP, ECCMA and the Unification Team, we look forward to working with you in the years ahead.
