[image: image1.jpg]EAN Uy

K OREA





For Immediate Release

Media Contact: Homin KANG, Secretary General
EAN Korea, +82 2 311 1416, hmkang@eankorea.or.kr

EAN Korea To Promote the 

United Nations Standard Products and Services Code 

EAN Korea signs agreement with the Uniform Code Council 

to translate the United Nations Standard Products and 

Services Code into Korean 

Seoul, Korea January 9, 2003 ( EAN Korea announced today that they have signed an agreement with the Uniform Code Council, Inc. (UCC), leaders in facilitating efficient international business and the code manager of the United Nations Standard Products and Services Code (UNSPSC®), to translate the UNSPSC from the official language of English into the Korean language. 

Under the agreement, EAN Korea will have the exclusive right to translate the codeset and act as intermediary to submit UNSPSC change requests. This agreement will help EAN Korea leverage its strength and efforts to represent domestic market demands with global standards thus facilitating implementation of standards for industry. 

In Korea, the UNSPSC was endorsed in 2001 by the ECIF (Integrated Forum on Electronic Commerce) to be used to accelerate business-to-business (B2B) integration. To date, eighty percent of companies participating in B2B e-commerce pilot projects led by the Ministry of Commerce, Industry and Energy have adopted the UNSPSC. In addition, the Public Procurement Service (government body) is using the UNSPSC for its government-to-business project and has incorporated the code into its procurement system, Nara-Jangteo.

EAN Korea is a member organization of EAN International, the global supply chain information management standards body. The UNSPSC is a widely adopted global standard for classification of products and services that was developed by the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP). It is designed to facilitate electronic commerce, resulting in reduced organizational costs and improved supply chain efficiencies. 

“We are delighted that EAN Korea has agreed to translate the UNSPSC into the Korean language,” said John Terwilliger, Vice President of Market Development for the Uniform Code Council.  “Translating the code set into Korean breaks down the language barrier, opening the door for Korean companies to embed the UNSPSC classification standards into their management systems and achieve faster product sourcing and the ability to better analyze their purchasing patterns.” 

"Both GPC providing detailed classification attributes and values and UNSPSC which are complementary standards to each other will be promoted by EAN Korea in the country." said Noh Si-Jong, executive director of EAN Korea. "We are pleased to have the opportunity to take a leading role to promote UNSPSC providing a global classification framework for all products and services in all industry sectors."
When the UNSPSC is inserted in various electronic trade documents and media such as product catalogs, web sites, purchase orders, and invoices, computer applications throughout the supply chain (seller, buyer, procurement specialist, sales representative, end user) can perform analysis and decision functions in time-critical ways that would not be possible without using the UNSPSC. The UNSPSC is an open standard and is available for use by interested parties free of charge. Companies and organizations worldwide are encouraged to incorporate the code into their business systems. Companies that want to play an active role in charting the course of the UNSPSC must become UNSPSC members. Members are eligible to participate on the UNSPSC Steering Committee, request and vote on code changes, provide directional input, and further the global adoption of the code set. For additional information on using the UNSPSC or on becoming a UNSPSC member, visit www.unspsc.org.

###

About EAN Korea

EAN Korea is the Korean Member organization of EAN International, working together with manufactures, retailers and all trading partners. With over 15,000 members nationally, EAN Korea currently provides education and e-Catalog service(KorEANnet). The organization has been taking the role of the secretariat of ECR/SCM Korea and is acknowledged as being at the forefront of e-Commerce standardization and Supply Chain Management. 

You can reach EAN Korea, in the following way:

Web: www.eankorea.or.kr

Phone: +82-2-311-1400

e-Mail: admin@eankorea.or.kr
About the United Nations Development Programme

UNDP is the UN’s global development network, advocating for change and connecting countries to knowledge, experience and resources to help people build a better life. The UNDP is in 166 countries, working with them on their own solutions to global and national development challenges. As countries develop local capacity, they draw on the people of UNDP and their wide range of partners. For more information about the United Nations Development Programme, visit www.undp.org.

