UNDP AND ECCMA ESTABLISH TARGET DATES FOR UNSPSC UNIFICATION AND CODE MANAGEMENT ORGANIZATION SELECTION

(November 12, 2002) - The United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) and the Electronic Commerce Code Management Association (ECCMA) - having announced on October 3 their agreement to combine their respective versions of the commodity classification system into a single unified code (the United Nations Standard Products and Services Code or UNSPSC) and to retain a new code management organization to update, enhance and promote the UNSPSC - now announce target dates for implementing their agreement.

On December 2, 2002, UNDP and ECCMA will present, to the voting members of the ECCMA code and the UNDP code, the first few segments of the proposed unified code set.  The contents and structure of this proposal will be mutually determined by UNDP and ECCMA, with an emphasis on minimizing changes to their existing classification systems to the extent possible.  ECCMA code and UNDP code members will then have the opportunity to approve or reject – via a yes or no vote – the contents and structure of the proposal, in the specific segments for which they are registered voters.  The voting period will begin on December 2, when the first few segments of the unified code set are presented, and end in mid January.  Throughout this period, new unified code set segments will be presented to the members on a rolling basis, until all segments are unified.  Details regarding the voting process will be provided through another joint announcement, as the voting period approaches.

During the first quarter of 2003, UNDP will retain a new code management organization.  The search for this organization has already begun.  Several parties have expressed interest in fulfilling this role, in response to UNDP’s October 3 call for expressions of interest.  In consultation with ECCMA, UNDP issued, on Friday, November 8, a formal “Request for Proposal” (RFP) to eligible parties expressing interest.  Replies are expected by the first week of December.  The process of evaluating the proposals, selecting a code management organization and entering a contract with this organization is expected to take approximately two months.

UNDP and ECCMA regret any inconvenience and ask for your patience as these arrangements are made.  Both parties believe that, in the long run, taking the above steps will accelerate the pace of global UNSPSC adoption and serve to increase the overall quality of the code set.

In the unlikely event that the above timetable cannot be met, any changes will be communicated through another joint UNDP-ECCMA announcement. The next joint announcement will be issued in late November, and as stated previously, will provide instructions on how to view, comment on and vote on the unified code set proposal.

